JOHN JACOB ASTOR

millions deserved a European title, demanded that she many a
Swiss nobleman. Sarah sided with her daughter, but Jacob was
not the one to be thwarted by his women. Eliza married the
nobleman. Her health, never too robust, began to fail alarmingly
from the moment of her marriage. With some feeling of remorse,
Jacob spent a goodly part of his fortune in taking her from one
European health resort to another. But not even his money could
save her. When Eliza died, it was a sorrowful father that em-
barked upon his homeward journey. His one consolation was that
Sarah would be there to solace him. As though fate had con-
spired against the man who had so flagrantly defied the laws of
generosity, she now punished him with one blow after another.
The ship hit heavy seas, was tossed about for days. Jacob, his
blustering vanity forgotten, begged the captain to turn back and
to set him ashore. "I vill pay you a tousand dollars, five tousand,
ten tousand." The other passengers enjoyed themselves hugely at
the spectacle of the mortgage miser reduced to unreasoning ter-
ror.

While these negotiations were being carried on, the storm sub-
sided and the vessel continued on her homeward passage. But
more tragedy awaited Astor upon his arrival. There was no Sarah
to greet him. Instead, his son William met him at the pier, to
break the news of Sarah's death.

An end to happiness. But no end to greed. There were defi-
nite indications that the scramble for excessive fortunes was com-
ing to a halt. Industry was about to settle into the era of small
business and small profit. The East had been opened to many
merchants, and prices had become stabilized. The fur trade, as
Jacob had known it, was over. In England he had observed that
silk was beginning to take the place of fur in the manufacture of
hats. Moreover, the very magnitude of the fur trade had been the
cause of its decline. Jacob's trappers had killed off the fur-bear-
ing animals so recklessly that they threatened to become extinct*
The man who dreamed of unlimited golden eggs had killed the
goose that laid them.
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